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8 GARDINER PARK SYNTHETIC SPORTSGROUND CONCEPT PLAN 

 MOTION: MOVED CR ERIN DAVIE SECONDED CR JOHN MCMORROW  
That Council: 
1. Note the Analysis Report on the feedback received on the draft concept plan 

following public consultation. 
 
2. Endorse the Gardiner Park Final Concept Plan.  
 
3. Proceed with implementing the Final Concept Plan in 2016-17 and 2017-18. 
 
4. Design a surface that meets the accreditation requirements of AFL, FIFA and 

World Rugby for community level use. 
 
5. Complete a flood mitigation plan for the site that considers water sensitive urban 

design. 
 
6. Develop a maintenance, management and pricing strategy for the use of the 

facility, 
 
7. Consider fair access to women’s and junior teams in allocating the increase in 

oval capacity across the municipality. 
Carried 

5 DRAFT ACTIVITY CENTRES STRATEGY 

 MOTION: MOVED CR ERIN DAVIE SECONDED CR JAMI KLISARIS  
That Council: 
1.  endorses the Draft Activity Centres Strategy for the purpose of community 

consultation. 
 

2. authorises Council Officers to make refinements to the endorsed version of the 
Draft Activity Centres Strategy prior to consultation. 

Carried 

 

6 AMENDMENT C233 - HERITAGE PROTECTION FOR 878 HIGH STREET, ARMADALE - 
SUBMISSIONS 
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5. DRAFT ACTIVITY CENTRES STRATEGY 

Acting Manager City Strategy: Rachel Ducker   
General Manager Planning & Amenity: Stuart Draffin        

 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is for Council to consider endorsing the Draft Activity Centres 
Strategy for Stage 2 consultation. 

BACKGROUND 
The City of Stonnington has 5 large and 18 smaller activity centres. Both local (Stonnington 
Planning Scheme) and metropolitan planning policy (Plan Melbourne) identifies activity 
centres as key locations for commercial and employment generating land use as well as 
accommodating projected population growth through medium and higher density 
development.  
 
Council's population forecasts (Forecast.id) anticipate the need for an additional 10,698 
dwellings across Stonnington by 2031. Development projections for the Chapel Street 
Activity Centre and the Glenferrie Road and High Street Activity Centre indicate that the 
majority of the required dwellings could reasonably be accommodated within these two 
activity centres. Additional dwellings can be accommodated in Stonnington's Neighbourhood 
Centres. 
 
Planning for the larger scale activity centres (Chapel Street, Glenferrie Road and High Street, 
Chadstone Shopping Centre and Toorak Village) is being addressed through the 
development of structure plans and implementation of planning controls. An urban design 
framework plan has been adopted and associated planning controls have been approved for 
Waverley Road and Dandenong Road (Tooronga Rd to Bates Street). An urban design 
framework and associated new built form controls have been prepared for the Malvern Road/ 
Burke Road Neighbourhood Activity Centre (Amendment C212) in response to anticipated 
development pressure from the Burke Road Level Crossing Removal. Planning for all other 
neighbourhood centres which serve a smaller local catchment is being undertaken through 
the Activity Centres Strategy.  
 
The Activity Centres Strategy is being prepared to establish a 20 to 30 year framework for 
the future growth and development of Stonnington’s neighbourhood activity centres. It will 
identify the future economic, social and community role of neighbourhood activity centres 
and improvements to the public realm including landscaping, other streetscape works, and 
pedestrian and cycle access. 
 
To date, preparation of the Draft Activity Centres Strategy (Draft Strategy) has involved the 
following stages: 

• Economic Analysis Report (Hill PDA, 2013) assessing the viability, role and function of 
each activity centre, including the potential for future growth (retail demand, commercial, 
social infrastructure). 

• Appointment of Echelon Planning to prepare the Draft Strategy (2014).  
• Council consideration of the proposed activity centre hierarchy and the opportunities and 

constraints (transport, public realm and urban design) for each neighbourhood activity 
centre (2015). 
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• Stage 1 consultation on proposed activity centre hierarchy and the opportunities and 
constraints for each neighbourhood activity centre (5 to 30 September 2015).  

 
During Stage 1 consultation the community was able to provide feedback through an online 
survey (34 participants), street intercept surveys (167 participants) and household surveys 
(489 participants). Participants liked the accessibility, sense of community and shop diversity 
of the neighbourhood centres. Areas for improvements included landscaping, trees, 
footpaths, seating areas, car parking and bicycle paths. Overall the participants preferred 
maximum height limit for new development was three storeys.  
 
Attachment 1 summarises the findings of Stage 1 Consultation. 

DISCUSSION 
Background report 
The background report to the Activity Centres Strategy identifies the background context 
opportunities and constraints and the strategies for each centre in more detail. The 
Background report at Attachment 2 will be distributed separately to the Council Agenda. 

Scope of Activity Centres Strategy 
The Draft Strategy provides a strategic approach regarding the preferred future role, growth 
and form of Stonnington’s activity centres. It focuses in greater detail on neighbourhood 
activity centres as other planning processes are in progress for larger scale activity centres. 

Draft Activity Centres Strategy Structure 
The Draft Strategy (refer to Attachment 3) includes the following chapters: 

• 1 - Introduction 
• 2 - Stonnington's activity centres  
• 3 - Key issues for activity centres 
• 4 - Activity centre future strategic directions 
• 5 - Centre by centre future directions 
• 6 - Built form guidelines 
• 7 - Implementation 

 
Key elements of the Draft Strategy are discussed below. 
 
Proposed Activity Centre Hierarchy 
The proposed activity centre hierarchy aligns with Plan Melbourne's aspiration to create 20 
minute neighbourhoods. The proposed activity centre hierarchy is based on the development 
potential and capacity of each centre to provide goods and services. 
 
The hierarchy includes Activity Centres at the highest order (Chapel St, Glenferrie Road / 
High Street and Chadstone Shopping Centre). Neighbourhood activity centres have been 
categorised and split into:  

• Neighbourhood Centres (four centres) – have development potential and provide a 
comprehensive range of services, including a supermarket, catering to everyday needs 
of the surrounding community.  

• Neighbourhood Centre Medium (three centres) – contain a range of uses however lack a 
major supermarket.  

• Neighbourhood Centre Small (twelve centres) – cater for only basic retail and service 
needs. 

• Enterprise Centre (two centres) – serve a specialised role rather than servicing a local 
community. 
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Refer to Attachment 4 for a map of the proposed activity centre hierarchy. 
 
Proposed Built Form 
The Draft Strategy groups the different building heights into the following typologies:  

• Typology A – 3 storeys (in centres with Heritage Overlays) 
• Typology B1 – 4 storeys (in Heritage Overlay areas) 
• Typology B2 – 4 storeys 
• Typology C – 5 storeys 
• Typology D – 6 storeys 

 
Attachment 5 includes a map showing the proposed heights and the proposed typologies for 
Neighbourhood Centres. 
 
Lower scale height of 3 to 4 storeys is generally applied to Heritage Overlay areas and up to 
6 storeys on major arterial roads (i.e. Punt Road and Warrigal Road). Other considerations 
which have informed building heights include the maximum building heights applied through 
the new residential zones, a centre’s proximity to a train station and the potential for 
development based on lot size and age of building stock. 
 
The following table summarises the preferred maximum building heights for neighbourhood 
centres outlined in the Draft Strategy. 
 

Centre 
no. 

Neighbourhood Centre Typology (height) 

1 Malvern Village B1 (4 storeys) and C (5 storeys) 
2 East Malvern Terminus B1 (4 storeys) 
3 Punt Road Windsor D (6 storeys) 
4 Prahran East Village B1 (4 storeys) and B2 (4 storeys) 
5 Beatty Avenue A (3 storeys) 
6 High on Orrong C (5 storeys) 
7 Kooyong Village A (3 storeys) 
8 Malvern Hill Village B1 (4 storeys) and C (5 storeys) 
9 High on Tooronga C (5 storeys) 

10 Wattletree Village C (5 storeys) 
11 Glen Iris Village B1 (4 storeys) and C (5 storeys) 
12 Central Park Village A (3 storeys) and C (5 storeys) 
13 Darling Village B2 (4 storeys) and C (5 storeys) 
14 East Malvern Village B2 (4 storeys) and C (5 storeys) 
15 Malvern Valley C (5 storeys) 
16 Batesford Road D (6 storeys) 
17 Warrigal Rd-Waverley Rd C (5 storeys) and D (6 storeys)  

 
The Draft Strategy proposes different setbacks at the interface between the neighbourhood 
centre and the adjacent residential development dependent on whether the new 
development abuts a laneway or residential zoned land. These setbacks seek to apply an 
appropriate transition in built form to ensure the amenity impacts, overlooking, 
overshadowing and visual bulk, are minimised.  Attachment 6 details the proposed rear 
interface treatments. 
 
The preferred height and setbacks for each activity centre is likely to attract community 
feedback throughout the consultation stage. This feedback will be reviewed and will inform 
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recommendations regarding the preferred height for neighbourhood centres within the final 
Strategy.  
 
Other recommendations 
The Strategy also identifies other key transport and public realm strategies to improve the 
function and appearance of Neighbourhood centres. Some of the recommended strategies 
include: 

• Provide a high quality pedestrian priority network within 400m of neighbourhood centres. 
• Promote high quality intermodal interchange through improvement to linkages between 

tram, bus, rail and walking and cycling. 
• Maximise the use of existing car parking facilities and minimising parking spill-over into 

residential areas. 
• Improve streetscape landscaping by increasing the number of street trees. 
• Create new and enhance existing public spaces. 
• Install infrastructure to promote sustainable transport choices (walking, cycling, public 

transport). 
 
Next steps  
Stage 2 Consultation is proposed to run for four weeks in November 2016, after the Council 
caretaker period and election. The purpose of the consultation and engagement process is to 
inform the community regarding key aspects of the Draft Strategy and gather feedback prior 
to bringing a further report to Council before finalising the Strategy.  
 
Stage 2 Consultation will likely include notification via a postcard, an online survey, 
workshops (or a similar face-to-face activity) and meetings or interviews with key 
stakeholders.  
 
A detailed implementation plan will be prepared at the conclusion of Stage 2 consultation. 
This plan will be included in the final Activity Centres Strategy. Implementation of the 
Strategy is expected to include the preparation of planning scheme amendment/s to 
introduce new planning controls for each centre and other actions relating to public realm 
improvements, transport and access improvements and advocacy to Government agencies. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
There is substantial policy basis for the Activity Centres Strategy through both Plan 
Melbourne and the Stonnington Planning Scheme. Attachment 7 provides details of the 
relevant Stonnington and State Government policies. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 
For the development of Structure Plans for Activity Centres $350,000 is provided in the 
2016/17 budget. 

CONCLUSION 
 
The Draft Strategy identifies the future economic, social and community role of activity 
centres as well as identifying a 20-30 year strategic framework for growth and change of 
neighbourhood centres. It focuses in greater detail on neighbourhood centres as other 
planning processes are in progress for larger scale activity centres.  
 
The Draft Strategy has been prepared taking into consideration the findings from community 
consultation and extensive research and internal reviews across Council. The Draft Strategy 
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identifies strategies for each neighbourhood activity centre relating to transport, public realm 
and built form (including heights).  
 
It is proposed the Draft Activity Centres Strategy be released for the purpose of Stage 2 
consultation. A further report will be prepared for Council consideration at the conclusion of 
the consultation period. 

HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATION 
This recommendation complies with the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and 
Responsibilities Act 2006. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Draft ACS - consultation summary - Attach 1 of 7 Excluded 

2. Draft ACS - Draft Strategy - Attach 3 of 7 Excluded 

3. Draft ACS - Map hierarchy - Attach 4 of 7 Excluded 

4. Draft ACS - Map heights - Attach 5 of 7 Excluded 

5. Draft ACS - interfaces - Attach 6 of 7 Excluded 

6. Draft ACS - Policy Implications - Attach 7 of 7 Excluded 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 
1.  Endorses the Draft Activity Centres Strategy for the purpose of community 

consultation. 
 

2. Authorises Council Officers to make refinements to the endorsed version of the 
Draft Activity Centres Strategy prior to consultation. 
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